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By  Consnl  General  J.  I.  Brittaiu,  Sydney,  Xew  South  "Wales. 

Notwitlistandino-  the  severe  strain  due  to  the  war.  the  Comnion- 
Avealth  of  Australia  enjoyed  great  prosperity  during  191G.  Finan- 
cial conditions  were  satisfactory,  and  tlie  banks  conducted  a  large 
volume  of  business.  Irrigation  projects  are  being  developed  and 
railways  and  street  car  lines  extended,  but  not  on  the  scale  originally 
contemplated. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Australia  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June 
30,  191G.  comprised  imports  worth  $373,44:3,470  and  exports  valued 
at  $311,554,403,  exclusive  of  bullion. 

Local  trade  was  successful  during  the  past  year,  but  the  general 
impression  prevailed  that  importing  houses  and  dealers  were  well 
stocked  at  the  beginning  of  1917  and  sales  would  be  made  with 
greater  effort.  The  impossibility  of  obtaining  early  delivery  from 
England  caused  man}'  dry  goods  merchants  to  place  heavier  orders 
in  America,  and  when  the  English  shipments  were  forwarded  sooner 
than  expected,  the  result  was  considerable  overstocking.  On  the 
other  hand  the  plentiful  rainfall  assured  large  crops  of  grain  and 
hay  and  abundant  pasture  for  the  flocks  and  herds,  a  large  wool 
clip,  and  increased  mutton  and  be^f  production.  Tl«>se  favorable 
conditions  and  the  Government's  guaranteed  purchase  of  the  wool 
clip  and  the  wheat  crop  at  good  prices  augur  well  for  trade  in  1917. 
Development  of  Manufactures. 

The  liydroelectric  power  plant  under  construction  in  Tasmania, 
to  be  operated  under  Government  control,  will  facilitate  manufactur- 
ing. A  dam  being  built  at  the  end  of  Great  Lake  will  flood  that 
entire  region  to  a  depth  of  more  than  10  feet,  and  the  power  will  be 
conducted  GO  miles  to  Hobart,  where  an  electrolytic  zinc  plant  Avill 
smelt  Australian  ores.  Several  new  factories  have  been  erected 
and  others  enlarged. 

Skilled  mechanics  brought  from  the  United  States  and  other 
countries  have  introduced  new  apparatus  and  improved  the  quality 
and  the  quantit}^  of  the  output  in  the  metal,  glass,  rubber-tire,  ma- 
chinery, and  chemical  industries.  The  manufacture  of  ready-made 
clothing,  shoes,  corsets,  soap,  and  agricultural  implements  has  been 
made  efficient.  There  is  a  strong  tendencj^  to  make  Australia  more 
of  a  manufacturing  country. 

The  natural  resources  of  the  CommonAvealth,  including  rich  de- 
posits of  gold,  silver,  copper,  iron,  manganese,  tin,  lead,  zinc,  wol- 
fram, opal,  and  coal,  together  with  the  large  agricultural  production 
due  to  favorable  soil  and  climate,  have  recei^^ed  much  more  atten- 
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tion  than  the  creation  of  manufacturing  industries.  Labor  is  scarce 
and  costly,  and  the  country  is  far  distant  from  the  world's  most 
populous  centers — serious  handicaps  in  competition  with  European 
or  American  manufacturers.  The  small  population  limits  the 
quantitj^  of  products  salable  at  home. 

In  1908  there  were  12,858  factories  in  Australia  with  257,494  em- 
ployees and  an  output  valued  at  $484,357,878;  in  1915  the  15,091 
plants  had  320,922  workers  and  produced  $822,072,651  worth  of 
goods. 

During  1910  the  proprietors  of  the  glass  works  in  Sydney,  Mel- 
bourne, and  Adelaide  imported  from  the  United  States  about  $40,000 
worth  of  modern  machinery  for  making  bottles  and  other  glassware, 
bringing  40  skilled  workmen  to  operate  it  and  give  instruction  in  its 
use.  The  principal  glassware  made  is  bottles,  for  which  there  is  a 
large  demand;  tableware,  lamps,  and  lamp  chimneys.  No  plate  or 
sheet  glass  is  manufactured  locally,  these  kinds  and  cathedral  glass 
being  imported. 

Record  Prices  for  Wool. 

The  production  of  wool  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  191G, 
was  large  and  the  prices  set  new  records  for  Australasia.  The  num- 
ber of  bales  exported  from  the  different  States  of  the  C/ommonwealth 
Avas  as  follows:  New  South  Wales,  840,515;  Victoria,  342,476; 
Queensland,  258,122;  South  Australia,  92,654;  V/estern  Aiistralia, 
73,564;  and  Tasmania,  11,928.  Shipments  from  New  Zealand 
amounted  to  510,656  bales,  making  a  total  for  Australasia  of 
2,129,915  bales,  against  2,137,702  bales  for  1914-15.  There  was  a 
decrease  of  more  than  12,000,000  sheep  in  the  Australasian  flocks 
during  the  year.  The  gross  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  avooI  in  Aus- 
tralia and  New  Zealand  were  $145,525,537,  an  average  of  $80.50  per 
bale,  in  1915-16,  compared  with  $96,077,100,  an  average  of  $62.19 
per  bale,  in  1914-15.  The  average  is  the  highest  yet  realized  in  the 
colonial  market. 

When  the  British  Government  took  over  the  remaining  Australian 
wool  clip  in  November,  1916,  there  was  doubt  whether  the  high 
prices  would  be  maintained,  but  the  reports  of  the  appraisers  allayed 
this.  The  value  of  Australian  wool  purchased  by  Great  Britain  will 
exceed  $100,000,000.  Although  the  removal  of  the  embargo  per- 
mitted shipments  of  burry  wools  to  America,  it  is  likely  that  the 
demands  from  Great  Britain  will  require  practically  the  entire  clip. 

Wheat  Harvest  and  Standards, 

The  estimated  area  sown  to  wheat  during  the  season  of  1916-17 
in  the  four  wheat-exporting  States  of  Australia  was  11,084,874  acres, 
compared  with  12,388,376  harvested  in  1915-16,  when  the  average 
yield  was  from  10.52  to  10.1  bushels  per  acre.  This  vear's  crop  is 
expected  to  reach  138,000,000  bushels,  about  45,000,000  less  than 
that  of  1915-10,  the  largest  ever  reaped.  As  most  of  the  present 
crop  has  been  sold  to  the  British  Government  through  the  Australian 
Wheat  Board,  the  growers  are  assured  a  good  market.  In  some  sec- 
tions the  grain  was  materially  damaged  by  excessive  rains,  hail,  and 
rust. 

The  method  of  grading  wheat  followed  in  the  United  States  is  not 
used  in  Australia,  where  a  fair  average  quality  (f.  a.  q.)  standard  is 
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fixed  each  year  for  the  season's  crop.  This  standard  was  made  60:^ 
pounds  the  imperial  bushel,  the  lowest  on  record  for  the  State  of 
Victoria,  in  1910-17,  and  56f  pounds  in  New  Soutli  Wales.  The 
standards  of  South  Australia  and  Western  Australia  are  well  up  to 
the  a\erage. 

Trade  with  TJnited  States — Principal  Imports. 

The  balance  of  trade  with  the  United  States  and  possessions  was 
in  favor  pi  Australia  during  191(5,  as  shown  by  the  accompanying 
figures.  Imports  into  Australia  from  the  United  States  aggregated 
$77,204,167;  from  the  Philippine  Islands,  $835,678;  from  Hawaii, 
$8,812 :  and  from  Alaska,  $178,347.  Exports  from  Australia  to  the 
Unit-ed  States  were  valued  at  $85,878,658 ;  to  the  Philippine  Islands, 
$922,103;  and  to  Hawaii,  $206,295.  There  were  no  shipments  to 
Alaska  in  1916. 

The  following  statement  gives  the  value  of  the  16  leading  articles 
imported  from  the  United  States  into  Australia  during  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  1916: 


Articles. 


Benzine 

Cigars  and  cigarettes 

Electrical  machinery  and  appliances . . 

Fish,  canned 

Hosiery 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures: 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Tools 

Wire 


Value. 


$2, 138, 
3, 607, 
1,»21, 
1,736. 
1, 39.5, 

1,141, 
1, 160, 
1,986, 


Articles. 


Motor-car  bodies 

Motor-?ar  chassis 

Oils: 

Kerosene 

Lubricating 

Paper  and  stationery 

Piece  goods,  cotton  and  linen 

Rubber,  manufactures  of 

Wheat 


Value. 


521,141 
749, 104 

014, 864 
548, 335 
953, 363 
223,101 
380,993 
644,767 


Markets  for  American  Lumber  and  Harvesting  Machinery. 

The  import  of  California  redwood  and  Oregon  pine  into  Aus- 
tralia was  large  during  1916,  these  Avoods  having  taken  the  place  of 
Baltic  lumber  in  this  market.  At  the  end  of  the  year  dealers  were 
well  stocked,  and  as  building  operations  have  diminished  on  account 
of  the  war  the  present  demand  for  lumber  is  not  so  heavy.  In  the 
Sydney  metropolitan  area  there  were  5,718  applications  for  building 
permits  in  1916  against  6,850  in  1915.  On  one  occasion  14  American 
sailing  vessels  were  discharging  timber  in  S^'dney  harbor.  Freight 
rates  on  lumber  rose  from  about  $12  per  thousand  feet  to  $29  and 
tended  to  curtail  imports.  Orders  for  California  lumber  are  placed 
through  Pacific  coast  firms  with  agents  at  Sj^lnej^,  Melbourne,  and 
Adelaide. 

There  is  a  good  market  in  this  country  for  agricultural  machiner}', 
most  of  which  is  imported  from  Canada  and  the  United  States. 
About  75  per  cent  of  the  wheat  used  for  grain  is  cut  with  the  Aus- 
tralian-made '•  reaper  harvester,*'  a  labor-saving  machine  that  has 
become  popular.  It  cuts  and  thrashes,  making  brief  stops  Avhile  the 
grain  is  placed  in  sacks;  it  is  operated  l)y  one  man,  who  can  cut  and 
sack  wheat  from  15  acres  per  day,  and  the  percentage  of  unthrashed 
grain  is  small.  A  similar  machine,  imported  from  the  United  States, 
is  said  to  waste  more  grain  than  the  domestic  product. 

In  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales  from  25  to  30  per  cent  of  the 
wheat  is  cut  for  hay  before  it  ripens,  reapers  and  binders  being  gen- 
erally used;  in  Wes-tern  Australia  and  South  Australia  most  of  the 
hay  cut  is  from  wheat  field^^.     A  plow  of  Australian  manufacture,  .so 
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made  that  it  will  pass  over  low  stumps  and  other  obstructions,  is 
widely  used.  Canadian  manufacturers  of  agricultural  machinery  are 
said  to  be  more  willing  than  Americans  to  confonix  to  Australian  re- 
quirements. 

Trade  in  Motor  Vehicles. 

Imports  of  automobiles  and  accessories  from  the  United  States  into 
Australia  during  the  past  two  years  were  as  follows :  Motor  chassis, 
$1,81-2,912  in  1915  and  $4,749,104  in  1916;  motor-car  bodies,  $472,994 
and  $1,521,141;  motorcycles,  $188,393  and  $588,705;  and  manufac- 
tures of  rubber,  $832,735  and  $2,939,131. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  into  New  South  Wales  were: 
Motor  chassis,  $712,791  in  1915  and  $1,965,095  in  1916;  motor-car 
bodies,  $175,374  and  $619,227:  motorcycles,  $19,684  and  $160,929; 
and  manufactures  of  rubber,  $1,217,398"  and  $2,012,560. 

The  large  increase  in  the  sale  of  American  cars  and  tires  resulted 
from  a  personally  conducted  campaign,  with  Australian  supply  de- 
pots managed  by  experienced  Americans,  and  with  extensive  adver- 
tising in  local  newspapers  and  magazines;  another  factor  was  the 
difficulty  of  importing  from  Europe.  According  to  "  The  Australian 
Motorist,"  the  demand  is  for  low-priced  cars  and  the  American  manu- 
facturers are  getting  the  business.  It  is  stated  that  the)-e  is  not  an 
American  car  in  the  Commonwealth  costing  more  than  $2,554. 

Selling  American  Goods  in  Australia. 

More  .Vmerican  salesmen  visited  Sydney  during  the  past  two  years 
than  in  the  previous  decade.  With  few  exceptions  they  were  well- 
trained,  practical,  and  generally  successful.  Several  American  man- 
ufacturers established  branch  stores  and  factories  here  to  counteract 
high  tariffs  and  embargoes.  The  resident  agent  in  Australia  is  par- 
ticularly useful,  because  this  country  is  so  far  from  the  United 
States;  being  on  the  ground  he  can  adjust  complaints  and  other  mat- 
ters promptlj'. 

American  manufacturers  sending  catalogues  to  Australia,  in  addi- 
tion to  prepaying  postage,  should  remit  to  the  addressee  enough 
international  coupons  to  cover  the  import  duty  of  12  cents.  The 
recipient  of  letters  upon  which  postage  is  due  is  obliged  to  pay  a  fine. 
There  is  a  postal  charge  or  surtax  of  6  cents  per  pound  on  all  parcel- 
post  packages,  including  samples  of  merchandise.  Invoices  should 
conform  strictly  to  Australian  customs  requirements,  and  goods  must 
be  marked  or  branded  as  originating  in  the  United  States. 

The  matter  of  agencies  is  important.  After  a  reliable  importer 
has  built  up  a  good  trade,  the  representation  should  not  be  trans- 
ferred to  a  competitor.  In  one  case  an  American  manufacturer  de- 
clined to  award  an  exclusive  agency  for  merchandise  that  would  not 
justify  two  Australian  representatives.  One  importer  surrendered 
a  line  of  American  machinery  after  establishing  an  excellent  business 
because  he  could  no  longer  deal  directly  with  the  manufacturer  but 
had  to  make  his  payments  through  a  competing  firm. 
Increased  Trade  with  Japan. 

Through  lower  freight  rates  and  cheap  labor  Japanese  manufac- 
turers have  secured  much  of  the  Australian  trade  formerly  held  by 
Germany.  They  regard  the  wishes  of  the  Australian  importer  and 
manufacture  goods  according  to  sami)les.    Imports  from  Japan  into 
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New  South  AVales  were  $(),201,615  during  the  year  ended  June  30, 
1916,  compared  with  $3,-2i;j,7S3  in  the  previous  fiscal  year.  The 
increase  has  been  rapid  since  the  war  began.  More  Japanese  ships 
have  entered  the  port  of  Sydney,  bringing-  blankets,  flannel  of  cotton 
and  cotton  and  wool,  silks,  hosiery,  underwear,  colored  and  white 
towels,  toys,  glassware,  and  general  merchandise.  Japanese  towels 
sell  better  than  any  other  in.ike  in  this  market. 

The  New  Commonwealth  B-.ui'k — Financial  Operations. 

Notable  during  l!)f  6  was  the  official  opening  at  Sydney  of  the  new 
building,  called  the  finest  in  Australia,  of  the  Commonwealth  Bank, 
the  most  important  Australian  experiment  in  Government  enterprise. 
Planned"  after  a  study  of  the  principal  financial  institutions  of  tlie 
world,  this  is  the  central  bank  for  Australia;  its  deposits  have  grown 
in  three  years  from  $2,500,000  to  $200,000,000  and  its  savings  depos- 
itors number  289,815. 

Bank  clearances  in  Svdnev  were  $1,718,205,616  in  1914  and  $2,055,- 
472,730  in  1910;  in  Melboiirne,  $1,438,452,480  in  1914  and  $1,741,- 
177,115  in  1916. 

The  Government  of  New  South  Wales  decided  to  introduce  the 
bulk  handling  of  grain  by  erecting  elevators  at  terminal  and  interior 
points,  proposing  to  pay  for  their  construction  by  an  issue  of  treasury 
notes.    This  method  of  financing  was  regarded  with  disfavor. 

The  succes-^ful  flotation  of  four  war  loans,  especially  the  last  issue 
of  $87,597,000  at  4^  per  cent,  attested  tlie  sound  financial  condition 
of  the  Commonwealth.  The  average  net  income  of  the  male  popula- 
tion of  Australia  is  $073.20. 

Imports  from  United  States  into  New  South  Wales. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  principal  im])orts  from  the  United  States 
into  Nevr  South  Wales  during  the  fiscal  years  ended  June  30,  1915 
and  1916,  showing  an  increase  of  $13,328,895  in  1916 : 


Articles. 

Fiscal 
year  ended— 

Articles. 

Fiscal 
year  ended— 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

Acids  and  acetates,  etc 

$17,241 
59,536 
9, 193 

250,015 

05,644 

171,289 
322,390 

136,778 
87,578 

119,700 
18,075 
17,043 
45, 454 

$117,305 

7,012 
4,018 

286,996 

343,399 

287,288 
549,976 

191,519 
52,877 

112,247 

131,942 
13,543 
55,059 
84,739 

142,836 

49,662 
19,892 
93, 244 

8, 234 
77,(78 

Butter 

$306,705 
53, 278 

$10,910 

11,913 

Apparel: 

Cements    and   prepared   ad- 

14,673 
10,677 
75,496 
39,803 
20,920 

110,093 
6,327 

56,880 
11,456 
27,258 

38,942 

217,002 

4,336 

37,409 

68,331 
186,805 

18,818 
9,094 

Hosiery — 

Cotton 

Cloeks            .  .                .      . 

164,458 

Silk,      woolen,     and 

13,216 

otlier 

94,545 

other 

Cordage„t'svines,  thread,  etc.: 
Engine  packing  in  rope 
form  other  than  asbes- 
tos . .                   

Arms  and  ammnnition: 

Guns,  rifles,  and  revolvers 

21, 675 

other 

8,413 

Ba?s  and  purses 

Sewing  and  embroidery 
silks.. 

Beltinf;               

52,076 

Blacking 

Other 

4,462 

Blankets  and  blanketing 

Cork,  and  manufactures  of 

Cotton  goods: 

Canvas  and  duck 

12,053 

Books,  music,  etc 

i66,37i 

107,151 

10,195 

217,761 

20,819 
74,028 

220,928 

Goloshes  and  rubber  sand 

Piece  goods 

598,550 

shoes,  etc 

Other 

1,634 

Gum  and  wading  boots.. . 

Cutlery...                

52,261 

Other ... 

Drugs  and  chemicals: 

Cream  of  tartar 

Bricks,  fire  and  glazed,  and 

206,149 

fire  lumps " 

Other 

231,009 

Brushwarc 

Dyes 

10,501 
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Articles. 


Electrical  supplies: 

Acciim;i!ators   and   stor- 
age batteries 

Arc  lamps  and  carbons . . . 
Cable  and wre, covered... 

Other 

Fiuicy  goods 

Fish,  fresh  and  preserved 

Fruits  and  vegetables: 

I'rcserved 

Citrus    and    other    fresh 

fruits 

Uaisins  and  other  dried 

fruits 

Furniture 

Gelatin  and  glue 

Glassware: 

Bent  glass,  etc 

Polished,  plate,  sheet,  etc. . 

Other 

Gloves 

Grain  and  pulse: 

Barley 

Oats 

Other 

Greases 

Gums,  dry,  resin,  etc 

Hats,  caps,  etc 

Hay  and  chaff 

Hoj)s 

Ink: 

Printing 

Other 

Insecticides: 

Fly  paper,  chemical  and 

sticky 

Other 

Instruments: 

Clinical  thermometers 

Kinematographs,  includ- 
ing films 

Organs 

Pianos  and  accessories 

Scientific       instruments 

and  appliances 

Talking    macliines    and 

records 

Other 

Iron  and  steel: 

Bar,  rod,  angle,  tee 

Galvanized 

Hoop 

Pig 

Plate  and  sheet 

Je\velry 

Lamps  andlampv/are 

Lard  and  lard  oil 

Leaf  and  foil 

Leather, and  manufacturesof: 
Calf,  other  than  patenter 

enameled 

Patent  and  enameled 

O  ther leather 

Manufactures  of 

Machinery: 

Agricultural— 

Chaft  cotters 

Churns,  etc 

Combined  corn  shel- 
ler,     husker     and 

bagger,  etc 

Cream  separators 

Drills  (fertilizer,  seed, 

and  grain) 

Mowers,  reapers,  and 

binders 

Other. 

Electrical  and  gas  appli- 
ances- 
Dynamos 


Fiscal 
year  ended— 


1915 


S47, 269 

21, 514 

15,G12 

1,976 

80,326 

. 517, 669 

303, 460 

28, 53S 

50,051 

169, 146 

7,630 

36, 531 

151,981 

70, 583 

12, 507 

73, 509 
197,838 
40, 855 
29, 909 
51,950 
43,463 


42, 704 

25,379 

4,292 


14,006 
22, 556 


422,986 

23,617 

202, 862 

199, 502 

125, 545 
2, 243 

132, 509 
45,373 
25,077 
23,286 
52, 864 
43,670 
82,015 
14,050 
10,001 


26,731 
256, 138 
345,220 

17,353 


75, 493 
27, 145 


8,044 
9,392 

5,572 

101,864 
87,625 


317, 252 


1916 


813, 880 
15,041 
28, 984 
20, 969 
122, 124 
957, 117 

115,983 

417, 130 

168, 218 
139,633 
10, 686 

20, 127 
255,499 
103, 443 

49, 432 

27,504 

833, 129 

3,213,974 

43,720 
170, 436 

44,757 
141,138 

31,812 

23,558 
6,816 


7, 895 
27, 047 

3,357 

436,071 

21,212 

416, 665 

234, 581 

169, 685 
2,963 

531,854 
65,219 
70,316 
66, 154 

210, 538 
12,896 

140,826 

349,083 
17,591 


36, 191 
2.33,562 
234,414 


Articles. 


76, 500 
18, 954 


8,350 
6,905 

45,394 

121,194 
72, 442 


324,031 


Machinery— Continued. 

Electrical  and  gas  appli- 
ances—Continued. 
Switclies,  fuses,  etc . . . 
Heating  and  cooking 
appliances  (electric) 
Electroliers,  gasoliers. 
Regulating,  starting, 
and  controlling  ap- 
paratus  

Telephones 

Gas  and  oil  engines . . . 

Other 

Steam  power  and  other- 
Coal-cutting  machines 
Engines — 

Ivocomotivos 

Portable  and  trac- 
tion   

Earth  and  rock  cut- 
ting maciiinery 

Mangles 

Rotary  and   percus- 
sive rock  drills 

Miscellaneous — 

Adding  and  comput- 
ing machines 

Chain  and  traveling 

blocks 

Economizers,  heat 

Machine  tools 

Printing  machines 

Sewing  machines 

Typewriters 

Weighing  machines. . . 

Other  machinery 

Meats: 

Potted  and  preserved 

Sausage  casings 

Other 

Medals  and  medalUons 

Medicines 

Metals,  and  manufactures  of: 

Bolts  and  nuts 

Brassware 

Locks 

Malleable  iron  castings 

Nails 

Pipes  and  fittings,  tubes, 

etc 

Rails,  fish  bolts,  etc , 

Saws 

Stoves,  etc 

"Wire- 
Barbed , 

Other 

Other  metals  and  manu- 
factures of 

Oils: 

Benzine 

Benzoline,  gasoline,  and 

mineral  naphtha 

Cottonseed 

Essential , 

Kerosene 

Linseed 

Lubricating 

Mineral  oil  (pentane,  tur- 
pentine substitutes) . . . 

Residual 

Other 

Ores 

Packing,  asbestos,  millboard, 

and  other 

Paints: 

Dry  colors 

Ground  in  liquid 

Prepared  for  use 

Other 


Fiscal 
year  ended- 


1915 


$02,648 

9,378 
18,361 


150,715 
180,303 
128, 237 
123,369 

49,984 

29,525 

44,927 

28,765 
33,082 

10, 244 

240,-332 

18,711 

9,241 

174,814 

301,649 

301,557 

183, 170 

29,627 

1,415,753 

26, 133 
153, 539 
31,112 


455, 485 

30, 688 
13, 943 
46, 694 
14, 750 
41,983 

272, 736 

264, 70S 

17,909 

10, 356 

10, 249 
748, 623 

1,002,675 
145,976 

348, 792 
26, 761 
10, 1.32 

821,908 
720 

355, 079 

7,728 
12, 546 
28, 168 
23,057- 

26, 304 

42, 864 
57, 596 
54, 388 
20,047 


1910 


$50, 110 

9,678 
27,115 


96,000 
305,319 
156,277 
167,543 

22,e09 

12,633 

72, 194 

39,433 
27,582 

13, 134 

177,855 

30,410 
22,789 
220,053 
265,516 
237,879 
227, 212 
55, 127 
1,031,411 

65,337 

124,  .182 

330 

80,462 
435, 614 

77 
21, 164 
33,715 
15,144 
36,984 

341,824 
114,177 
12,467 
19, 553 

7,819 
985, 114 

1,104,001 
346,932 

406,079 
61,916 
14, 278 

955,892 
43 

678,788 

7,085 

1,795 

63,134 

21,616 

37,656 

66,343 
85,718 
67,483 
21,901 


AUSTRALIA. 


Articles. 


Paper: 

Advertising  matter 

Cardboard  and  paste- 
board  

Millboard,  etc 

Prin  ting  paper 

Vegetable  parchment 

Wrapping  paper 

Writing  paper 

Other , 

Perfumery 

Personal  effects,  etc 

Photographic       instruments 

and  materials 

Piece  goods,  other  than  cotton 

Plaster  of  Paris 

Rubber,  and  manufactures  of: 

Tiros  for  motor  cars,  etc . 

Treads,  etc 

Salt 

Seeds 

Sirups: 

Glucose 

Other 

Soap  (toilet) 

Spect  aci  es ,  etc 

Spirits; 

Essences 

Perfumed 


Fiscal 
year  ended- 


1915 


$90, 210 

9,125 
2-1,572 
41,579 
19, 272 
8,010 
55, 587 
93,610 
116,163 
13, 821 

43,292 
106, 562 
82, 250 

214, 189 
6,940 
20, 750 
16, 123 

27, 803 

798 

200,014 

41,526 

67,211 
10, 974 


5131,205 

13,942 

51,575 

207,55f5 

36, 751 

28,079 

78,993 

106, 117 

141,356 

10, 021 

132,519 
193,308 
67,848 

1,618,703 
7,946 
7,965 
14, 822 

23, 154 

725 

159,421 

44,688 

51,016 
60, 475 


Articles. 


Stationery  and  office  supplies: 

Bniheads.: 

Other 

Tiles,  rooflng  and  flooring 

Timber 

Tobacco,  manufactured  and 

unmamifactured 

Tools  of  trade 

Trimmings  and  ornaments 

Tmpentine 

Varnishas 

Vehicles  and  parts: 

Ajdes  and  springs 

Cycle  parts,  and  tubing. . . 
Motor  cars^ 

Bodies , 

Chains 

Motorcycles,  etc 

Perambulators    and   .go- 
carts 

Other  vehicles 

Other  parts  of  vehicles.. . 
Vehicles,    not    elsewhere 

specified 

Watches  and  chronometers . . 
Waxes    (beeswax,    paraflSn, 

and  other) 

Wood  manufactures  (barrels, 

casks,  vats,  etc.) 

■Zinc,  bar  and  sheet 


Fiscal 
year  ended— 


$1'  512 

54^775 

44, 485 

,972,&21 

,007,650 
47.5, 807 

32, 255 
139,  .580 

45,750 

37,379 
46,965 

147,  .577 
573,3:^.7 
2.1, 817 


46,982 
94, 332 

51,473 
60,267 

^,547 

l€7, 15o 
87,696 


$42,652 

•rrl,S.56 

18, 560 

2,458,410 

2,709,932 

526,  .360 

6,963 

2.39,-319 

34, 858 

21,337 
91,984 

440, 739 

1,583,451 

96,472 

S8,«05 
25,563 
238, 720 

25, 563 

73,405 


141,197 
20,706 


!&eclared  Exports  from  Sydney  to  United  States. 

The  following  table  shows  the  values  of  the  declared  exports 
from  Sydney'  to  the  United  States,  the  Philippines,  and  Hav;aii 
during  the  calendar  years  IDIS  and  1916 : 


Articles. 


TO  UNITED  STATES. 


Basils 

Casings 

Cote 

Copper 

Copra 

Eggs  (dcssicated) 

Gold  coin 

Hair 

Hides 

Lumber 

Nickel  matte 

Nuts  (ivory) 

OU: 

Coconut 

Eucalj-ptiis 

Onions 

Opals  and  other  precious 

stones , 

Ore: 

Chrome , 

Maoganose 

Pelts 

Postage  stamps 

Skins: 

Calf 

Fiu- : 

Marsupial 

Rabbit 

^     Sheep 

Sfeeds,  grass 


1915 


Sl.50,062 
21, 570 
76, 862 
3S3, 119 


7,080,758 

47, 500 

414,300 

17,439 

320,  .8.85 

12, 277 

48, 2S4 
5, 508 
11, 018 

29,925 


186, 842 
2,859 

74, 205 
168, 295 
6.S5, 182 

749. 263 

551. 264 
5,878 


1916 


.S42, 409 
139, 281 
22,  .573 


2,082,524 
19,063 


34,375 


47,  .572 
159, 5.52 

157 


6,279 
17,168 

15, 526 

65, 888 
K,  852  * 
410, 143 
17,083 


176,072 

804,921 

1,311,662 


12,380 


Articles. 


TO  UNItfeD  ST.ITES— <;oll. 


Stearin  (oleo) 

Tin 

Wool. 

All  other  articles. 


Total. 


to  PHlLirnxt;  islands. 


Butter 

Flour 

Meat,  frozen 

Onions 

All  other  articles. 


Total. 


to  IIA'^AOAN  tSLANiDS. 


Ammonia  (sulphate). 

Blood,  dried , 

Fertilizer , 

Meat,  frozen 

Onions , 

Pelts 

.Seeds,  grass 

Tallow' 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1915 


31248,303 


35,773 

9,300 

50, 2'79 

,    3,S45 

24,542 


im,  889 


87,879 

40,843 

35, 944 

41,045 

3,589 

15,338 

2.69-8 

9,027 

6,305 


191G 


«S35, 470 

%,  707, 128 

88,014 

15,737,092 


28,129 
S.55,993 
10,001 
17, 654 
44,176 


455,053 


S,683 
17, 143 
10, 032 


4,904 


242,668 


2,269 


52,107 
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Coal  Strike  Affects  Industries — American  Shipping. 

New  South  AVales,  coiitaiiiiiiii:  moyt  of  the  coal  mines  in  Australia, 
Avas  i^articnlarly  afl'ected  by  (lie  sti'ike  which  spread  through  the 
Commonwealth  during  Xovember,  191(').  The  miners  demanded  an 
eight-hour  day  from  bank  to  bank — that  is.  from  the  time  they  enter 
the  mines  until  they  reach  their  work,  instead  of  being  paid  for  their 
actual  working  time.  During  the  strike  the  leading  manufacturing 
establishments,  including  steel  plants,  glassworks,  and  others,  had 
to  suspend  operations  for  lack  of  fuel;  many  vessels  were  delayed  and 
railroad  service  was  curtailed ;  residents  of  cities  were  compelled  to 
do  Avithout  electricity  and  gas.  When  the  strike  AA'as  settled  early 
in  December  through  the  arbitration  court  the  miners  received  prac- 
tically AAhat  they  demanded. 

There  AA^as  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  American  vessels  en- 
tering Australian  ports  in  191G,  Avhen  113  ships  of  147,000  tons  ar- 
riA^ed  at  Sydney  alone,  compared  Avith  55  ships  of  93,910  tojis  at  all 
})orts  during  1914—15.  - 

NEWCASTLE. 

By   Consul   Lucien   IV.   Sullivan. 

The  most  important  change  in  the  trade  of  NeAVcastle  during  1916 
\A  as  the  increase  of  $464,300  in  the  value  of  imports  from  the  United 
States  and  the  decrease  of  $424,900  in  those  from  Great  Britain.  In 
comparison  Avith  1915  there  was  a  marked  decline  in  the  commerce 
of  this  port,  due  largely  to  the  reduced  quantity  of  coal  shipped  out- 
side the  State  of  NeAv  South  Wales,  Avhich  Avas  1,008,669  tons  less 
than  in  the  previous  year ;  coal  exports  to  the  United  States  and  pos- 
sessions decreased  more  than  200.000  tons.  The  value  of  exports 
other  than  coal  fell  to  $2,667,104. 

The  customs  returns  show  a  gain  of  $70,719  in  the  principal  arti- 
cles imported.  Wearing  apparel  and  foodstuffs  represent  most  of 
the  increase  in  imports  from  the  United  States. 

Reduced  Industrial  Activity. 

The  industries  of  the  Newcastle  district  were  not  so  active  in  1916 
as  during  the  preceding  year.  The  Government  dockyards  were 
engaged  in  the  construction  of  40  bridges,  Avith  spans  rang;iTig  from 
60  to  225  feet,  for  neAv  railway  lines;  a  pontoon  to  carry 'a  rock- 
drilling  plant  for  deeping  the  channel  in  NeAvcastle  Harbor ;  the  hull 
of  a  bucket  dredge  Avith  a  capacity  of  1,000  tons  per  hour;  four  1,500- 
ton  steam  hopper  barges;  four  modern  commercial  traAvlers;  and  a 
number  of  steam  traAvlers.  The  value  of  the  work  comj^leted  in 
1916  Avas  $1,168,000,  against  $1,703,300  in  1915;  for  economical  opera- 
tion the  output  should  reach  $2,500,000.  Employees  numbered  1,100 
in  1916,  compared  Avith  betAveen  1,400  and  1,500  in  1915. 

The  municipal  abattoirs  in  the  Newcastle  district  slaughtered  an 
average  of  350  cattle,  200  pigs,  and  1,500  sheep  AA^eekly.  This  is  a 
small  percentage  of  the  capacity,  ample  for  the  disposal  of  the  same 
number  of  animals  daily.     Sixty  men  are  employed. 

The  smelting  w-orks  of  the  Broken  Hill  Proprietary  Co.  at  Cockle 
Creek  produced  26,190  ounces  of  gold  in  1916,  compared  Avith  30,420 
ounces  in  1915;  1,810.700  ounces  of  silver,  against  3,194,000  ounces; 
and  22,600  tons  of  lead,  against  35,620  tons. 
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Effects  of  Coal  Strike. 

The  strike  of  coal  miners  throughout  Australia  from  October  31  to 
December  4,  1916,  resulted  in  the  widespread  stopping  of  industries 
in  general,  the  material  reduction  of  railway  service,  and  the  serious 
interruption  of  tramways  in  this  district,  which  use  steam  engines  for 
motive  power.  The  transportation  and  gas  companies  had  limited 
supplies;  Pit  fuel  which  enabled  them  to  continue  operations,  but  on  a 
greatlji  'A't^duced  scale. 

Many  Steamships  were  held  in  the  port  of  Newcastle  unable  to 
obtain  coal  for  cargoes  or  even  for  bunkers.  Four  American  sailing 
vessels  and  a  number  of  ships  of  other  nationalities  suffered  pro- 
tracted delays,  for  they  could  not  be  supplied  with  cargoes  until  long 
after  the  strike  was  settled,  and  conditions  did  not  return  to  normal 
until  the  end  of  January,  1917. 

Coal  Shipmeats. 

The  following  table  shows  the  coal  exports  from  Newcastle  to 
places  bevoud  the  State  of  New  South  Wales  during  the  years  1915 
and  1916': 


Destjnatioa. 

1915 

1916 

Destination. 

1915 

191S 

Australia: 

VicI  eria  . .         

Tons. 

1,159,368 

107,000 

791, 147 

194,209 

116,010 

447, 755 

251,287 

42,406 

59,915 

62, 310 

123, 240 

9,711 

93, 581 

14,470 

Tons. 
961,053 
115,218 
667,924 
186,052 

91,515 

293,761 

116,957 

9,630 

21,832 

Fiji  Islands 

Tons. 
44,916 

122,003 
17,541 

16S,  839 
21,195 
23,904 
53,992 
10,916 
69,490 

Tons. 
52,737 
87,381 

Tr(di;i, 

33, 765 

30,834 

Tasraania.  .  .        

British  Nevr  Guinea 

14,300 

New  Zealand 

21,673 

Chile                         

Ouam..             .        

55, 397 

Peru 

13,760 
39, 732 

other  countries 

Philippine  Islands 

United  States 

Total  quantity 

Total  value 

21,458 
5,387 
45,575 
42,575 

4,006,175 

2,537,506 

Hongkong..,.,..... 

Straits  Settlements 

United  KingdoHi 

810, 25S,  859 

S7, 574, 157 

Other  Exports. 

Expovts  from  Newcastle  during  the  years  1915  and  1916,  other 
than  co,al,  are  shown  in  the  following  statement.  The  total  value  of 
these  sliipments  was  $4,783,123  in  1915  and  $2,116,319  in  1916,  a  de- 
.  crease  oC $2,667,104  in  the  latter  year. 


Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Coke tons.. 

2,616 

71,395 

14,436 

5,921,017 

11,869 
4,643 

2,650- 

Tallov.' cwt.. 

Timber: 

Railway  sleepers.., .No. . 

Rough  timber,  .ft.  b.  m. . 
Wool: 

Unwashed bales. . 

Scoured do 

7,093 

31,380 
2,664,166 

12,834 
2,127 

Glycerin,  unrefined lbs. . 

Horses No. . 

Meats,  frozen cwt.. 

Metals: 

Copper  ingots cwt . . 

Gold  bullion oz.. 

Iron  bar cwt. . 

3,999 
3,147,982 

2,725 

3,103 

30,005 

63, 740 

256,546 

15,841 
2,001,754 

8,524 
824 

Lead  bullion cwt. . 

Silver oz.. 

80,160 
293, 827 

10 
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Import  Trade  of  Newcastle — Shipping  and  Revenues. 

The  ])iiiu'iji;il  ovor-sca  iniports  into  Newcastle  during  1915  and 
191G  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Ale  and  beer 

«16,789 
7.55,373 
62, 495 

405, 1.59 
15S,  7X9 
554, 488 
284,934 

812,765 
929, 054 
44,300 

515, 065 

158, 935 

1,115,961 

389, 695 

Oils 

S304,200 

73/^16 

309,276. 

57,3t3' 

1,981,672 

$252, 177 

61,250 

371,367 

Apparel  and  dry  goods 

Glassware.... 

Paints  and  varnishes 

Timber 

Iron: 

■\^'ines  and  spirits 

74, 234 

Oalvanized 

All  other  articles 

1,169,619 

Bar 

Total 

Machinerv 

5,023,703 

5, 094, 422 

Metal  manufactures 

In  the  accompanying  statement  is  given  the  total  value  of  articles 
imported  from  various  countries  during  the  past  two  years: 


Countries. 


Great  Britain. 

Ceylon 

New  Zealand . 
United  States 

Japan 

Java 

India 


1915 


82,793,200 
39, 120 
411,240 
1,181,930 
16, 820 
48, 780 
84,180 


1916 


$2,368,300 
16,580 
162,510 
1,646,230 
56, 170 
4,430 
37,  .560 


Countries. 


Norway 

Sweden 

Chile 

Ocean  Island 

All  other  countries 

Total 


$64,. 550 
46, 670 
33,990 
139, 050 
164, 173 


5,023,703 


$55, 280 
28,740 
54, 190 
66,810 

r>97, 622 


5,094,422 


The  number  of  vessels  arriving  at  NcAvcastle  in  1916  was  1,265, 
with  an  aagregate  tonnage  of  2J0T,7J:7,  compared  with  1.726  vessels 
of  3.006.076  tons  in  1915."  Clearances  totaled  1,325  ships  of  2,145,470 
tons  in  1916,  against  1,712  of  2,996,579  tons  in  1915. 

Eevenues  collected  at  the  customhouse  at  Newcastle  during  the 
past  two  years  were:  Harbor  and  light  dues.  $30,718  in  1915  and 
$18,844  in"l916;  pilotage.  $57,509  and  $34,070 ;  removals,  $13,358  and 
$4,871:  dutv  and  excise.  $677,813  and  $602,932;  ad  valorem  duty, 
S328,880  and  $506,874;  miscellaneous,  $60,913  and  $93,799;  total, 
$1,169,191  in  1915  and  $1,261,390  in  1916. 

Decrease  in  Population — Local  Trade. 

The  population  of  the  city  of  Newcastle  decreased  bv  more  than 
1,000  from  13,386  in  1915  to '12,315  in  1916.  In  the  near-by  suburbs, 
included  in  the  Newcastle  district,  there  were  72.100  persons  in  1916, 
a  decrease  of  3,928  from  the  previous  year.  The  total  population  of 
the  district  was  89.415  in  1915  and  84.416  in  1916.  a  reduction  of 
4,999. 

The  outlook  for  local  trade  in  1917  is  favorable.  The  growing 
demand  for  American  goods  seems  likely  to  continue,  owing  to  the 
aljsence  of  articles  of  German  manufacture.  Sales  of  Japanese  prod- 
ucts have  increased  materially. 

Declared  Exports  from  Newcastle,  Brisbane,  and  Townsville. 

Coal  was  the  single  commodity  exported  from  Newcastle  to  the 
United  States  during  the  past  two  years,  with  declared  values  of 
$202,606  in  1915  and  but  $9,497  in  1916.  Shipments  of  coal  to 
Hawaii  amounted  to  $146,470  in  1915  and  $60,953  in  1916. 

Exports  from  Bri.sbane  to  the  United  States  were  chiefly  wool, 
valued  at  $4,568,544  in  1915  and  $802,552  in  1916,  and  hides  and 
skins,  $130,602  in  1915  and  $8,133  in  1916.    The  total  invoices  were 
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$4,707,660  in  1915  and  $812,163  in  1916.  Shipments  to  the  Philip- 
pines consisted  principally  of  beef  and  bv-products,  $577,811  in 
1915  and  $173,898  in  1916 ;  hogs  and  bv-products,  $89,751  and 
$52,378;  and  dairy  products,  $28,136  and  $li,948.  The  total  declared 
values  were  $703,192  in  1915  and  $238,816  in  1916. 

There  were  no  exports  in  1916  from  Townsville  to  the  United 
States;  in  1915  the  only  item  was  frozen  beef  and  mutton,  $2,097. 
To  the!  ^Philippines  was  sent  frozen  beef  worth  $367,165  in  1915 
and  $96^.711  in  1916;  the  total  shipments  invoiced  were  $371,470  in 
1915  and  $97,217  in  1916. 


iij  - 
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